,6                      FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
THE RISE OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.
It is commonly believed that St. Thomas visited South
India, and planted the Gospel on the Western coast,
finally crowning a life of successful work by a martyr's
death. There appear to this day to be distinct traces
of his work in the still numerous Syrian Church of Malabar,
while a hill near Madras is well-known as " St. Thomas's
Mount/' and is said to have been the scene of his martrydom.
Others of the Apostles are supposed to have visited
Northern India, and evidence of their having done so may
be gathered from some of the doctrines, ritual and legends
of Hinduism, which appear to be distinctly traceable to a
Christian origin. Amulets are to this day commonly
worn with Syrian and Hebraic hieroglyphics, which the
wearers themselves cannot now explain. The forehead
marks, so commonly used all over India, are also believed
by some to be an abbreviation for Jehovah. Again, the
idea of washing away sins as typified by baptism is
commonly known and practised by Hindus,
From 1500 to 1600 A.D. great efforts were made for the
conversion of India by the Roman Catholics, Their
priests penetrated boldly to the Court of the great Mahom-
medan Emperor Akbar, who seems to have received them
well. One of his sons is said to have become a convert,
and to have died a martyr's death. There are other no
less remarkable traces of their work in the probable iounda-
tion of the two great Hindu dissenting sects of Kabiris
and Sikhs, which sprang into existence about this time.
There is some reason to believe that both these " new
religions" were founded by priests in disguise. The
originator of the Kabiris, knowing the instinctive hatred
of foreign religions, transferred Jerusalem to Benares,
gave the Saviour an Indian name, and in every possible
way, and to a degree which we could not of course pretend
to approve, Indianized Christianity. Al Kabir is the
Arabic for the Almighty.
Similarly in Sikhism, which arose about the same time
in the Punjab, there are many remarkable and more than
accidental resemblances. They practise baptism, and
the Lord's Supper, and on their pictures are seen crosses,